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A	continual	
evolution	-	plenty	
going	on	here!

It’s	been	a	better	year	for	shipping.		
Container	rates	have	improved,	and	a	
bumper	agricultural	year	saw	record	high	
demand	for	exports	last	summer.		The	dry	
bulk	index	is	now	five	times	what	it	was	
in	February	2016.		Product	tanker	rates	
have	improved	on	the	back	of	increasing	
global	demand	for	diesel,	petrol	and	
particularly	jet	fuel.		There	are	signs	that	
the	recent	upturn	in	the	heavy	lift/project	
cargo	sector	may	be	sustained	and	of	
course,	the	cruise	industry	is	continuing	
to	boom.		We	must	all	be	smiling.

SAL	has	increased	its	shipping	line	
representation	during	the	past	year.		I	
was	pleased	to	welcome	Quay	Shipping	
Australia	as	a	new	full	member	at	the	end	
of	2016.		The	mergers	and	acquisitions	
between	global	shipping	lines,	which	
have	been	widely	discussed	in	the	
maritime	press,	have	added	the	former	
operations	for	China	Shipping	and	UASC	
to	SAL	by	inclusion	within	COSCO	and	
Hapag-Lloyd	respectively.		Unfortunately,	
these	mergers	and	acquisitions	can	also	
negatively	impact	on	SAL	revenue.		APL	
did	not	renew	their	membership	this	
year	following	their	acquisition	by	CMA-
CGM.		Other	major	line	changes	such	as	
Maserk’s	acquisition	of	Hamburg-Sud	
and	COSCO’s	acquisition	of	OOCL	are	
not	expected	to	impact	on	membership	
numbers,	as	those	lines	are	already	
members	of	SAL	and	have	announced	
that	they	will	continue	to	operate	separate	
brands.		

There	has	been	much	going	on	in	policy	
and	advocacy	throughout	2017.		Matters	
being	addressed	by	SAL	include:	
availability	of	equipment	to	support	
exports;	coastal	shipping	amendment	
bill;	MUA’s	expansion	plans;	passage	of	
Harper	Review	amendments	and	scoping	
of	block	exemption;	amalgamation	of	
Customs,	Immigration	and	Attorney	
General	functions;	visa	requirements	for	
FPSO;	IMO	developments;	ballast	water	
convention	implementation	and	charges;	
biofouling;	national	freight	and	logistics	

strategy;	first	port	of	entry	regulations…	
The	list	is	truly	endless.		I	will	leave	it	
for	our	chief	executive	to	provide	more	
details	of	these	matters.

Around	the	States,	SAL	has	continued	
to	be	active.		In	Victoria,	last	December,	
SAL	held	a	lunch	to	honour	Phil	Kelly,	
our	long-term	State	secretary,	who	had	
stood	down	due	to	ill	health.		Only	a	
month	later	we	were	all	saddened	by	the	
news	of	his	passing.		A	fitting	tribute	to	
Phil	was	published	in	the	SAL	Autumn/
Winter	Magazine	and	I	will	not	attempt	to	
summarise	it	here.		Please	take	the	time	
to	read	it	(all	magazines	are	available	on	
the	SAL	website),	if	you	have	not	already	
done	so.

At	the	beginning	of	2017	we	welcomed	
Charles	Masters	(formerly	Columbus	Line	
and	Marfret),	to	take	on	the	Victorian	
State	secretary	role.		Charles	has	been	
very	active	since	and	(despite	a	short	
absence	for	heart	surgery)	has	arranged	a	
successful	golf	day,	a	luncheon	featuring	
Federal	Minister	Darren	Chester,	a	very	
popular	blockchain	business	breakfast,	
and	has	upscaled	and	relocated	the	State	
committee	Christmas	lunch	to	the	iconic	
West	Brighton	Club!		You	can	expect	to	
hear	of	a	lot	more	interesting	events	in	
Victoria	now	that	Charles	has	settled	in.		

Our	New	South	Wales	State	Committee	
has	been	particularly	active.		We	saw	the	
departure	of	our	long	time	Minister	for	
Roads	Maritime	and	Freight,	Duncan	Gay.		
Our	New	South	Wales	State	chairman,	
Bill	Rizzi	and	CEO	Rod	Nairn	have	
subsequently	met	with	Minister	Melinda	
Pavey,	and	SAL	has	been	invited	to	join	
the	Ministerial	Freight	Advisory	Council.		
As	has	been	the	trend	over	many	
years,	the	New	South	Wales	events,	
expertly	coordinated	by	State	secretary	
Melwyn	Noronha,	have	been	generally	
oversubscribed	this	year	and	invitations	
usually	limited	to	members	and	their	
guests.		This	year	the	events	included:	
Parliamentary	Lunch;	Newcastle	Club	
regional	lunch;	Christmas	Lunch;	and	a	

Safe	Ports	business	breakfast.		There	will	
be	more	in	store	in	2018.

In	Queensland,	our	enduring	State	
secretary,	Bill	Guest,	has	continued	to	
be	dynamic	in	his	management	of	State	
Committee	meetings	and	excels	in	the	
coordination	of	special	events.		The	SAL	
Queensland	Shipping	Industry	Golf	Day	is	
legendary,	and	the	SAL	Shipping	Industry	
Ball,	held	in	October	each	year,	is	well	
supported	by	sponsors	and	guests.		This	
year	the	event	raised	$15,000	for	the	
Mission	to	Seafarers	thanks	to	generous	
platinum	sponsorship	from	Port	of	
Brisbane,	Gold	sponsors:	Svitzer,	Patrick	
and	Chalmers	and	other	supporting	
sponsors.

My	very	sincere	thanks	to	our	volunteer	
State	chairmen,	Geoff	Dalgliesh	(K-Line)	
Queensland,	Bill	Rizzi	(MSC)	New	South	
Wales,	Sunil	Dhowan	(WWL)	Victoria,	Paul	
Paparella	(Asiaworld)	South	Australia,	and	
Robert	Boyce	(MSC)	Western	Australia,	
for	their	leadership	on	shipping	matters	
in	their	States.		I	would	also	like	to	thank	
various	committee	chairmen	of	our	
national	steering	groups,	Ross	McAlpine	
(Border	Agencies,	Technical	and	Public	
Relations	Steering	Groups),	Eddy	Declerq	
(Human	Resources	Steering	Group),	
David	Pratt	(Bulk	Shipping	Group)	and	
John	Thompson	(Maritime	Legal	Steering	
Group).	

In	my	first	year	as	chairman	it	has	
been	a	bit	of	a	revelation	to	be	more	
intimately	involved	with	the	work	of	
the	SAL	team.		The	SAL	secretariat	
works	very	hard	behind	the	scenes	to	
provide	public	comment	and	influence	
policies,	provide	concise	summaries	of	
important	information	for	members	and	
support	members	to	provide	sustainable	
international	shipping.		In	closing,	I	would	
like	to	thank	our	small	but	effective	
SAL	team	for	their	professionalism	and	
ongoing	dedication	to	providing	these	
services.	

By	SCOTT	HENDERSON

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Amidst change – 
still getting the  
job done

This	year	has	been	a	significant	one	
for Shipping Australia Limited, with 
changes	to	the	Board,	staff	and	
office	location,	whilst	the	business	
of	influencing	shipping	policies	
and protecting members’ interests 
continued without interruption.

At the Board level, Gerard Morrison 
stepped down following his departure 
from	Maersk	in	January.		To	fill	this	
vacancy, we welcomed Tsukushi Sato 
from NYK, who’s experience spans 
container, PCC and bulk sectors.  
Sato san provides direct bulk sector 
representation	to	the	Board	for	the	first	
time.  In August, Simon Aynsley was 
succeeded at CMA-CGM by Shane 
Walden, and Shane was also appointed 
to replace him on the SAL Board.  At 
the end of the year we also farewelled 
Adrian Petersen, as a result of being 
made redundant through a restructure 
at WSS.  Suitable candidates for this 
casual vacancy will be considered in 
the new year.

At	the	staff	level,	former	policy	officer,	
Matthew Whittle, resigned in April, to 
relocate to Brisbane for family reasons.  
The	remaining	staff	have	covered	the	
additional workload while his position 
has remained vacant and the SAL 
structure has been under review.  Initial 
advertising for a full-time Policy and 
Communications position in August, 
did not yield a candidate that met the 
full expectations of the selection panel 
and the position will be re-advertised in 
the new year.  

I am particularly pleased to welcome 
Michael Travers (MSC) as the new 
SAL Queensland State Committee 
chairman.  Travers is well supported 
by Queensland State Committee 
secretary,	Geoff	Dalgleish,	who	has	
kept members engaged and informed 
through State committee meetings and 
social	events.		Geoff	has	continued	
to corral members, associates and 
supporters to maintain the tradition of 

an extremely well attended Shipping 
Industry Golf Day and another 
successful Shipping Industry Charity 
Ball, which raised a combined total of 
$10,000 for the Brisbane Mission to 
Seafarers and Stella Maris.  

In New South Wales, Bill Rizzi (MSC) 
continues as SAL New South Wales 
State Committee chairman and has 
been expertly supported by New 
South Wales State secretary, Melwyn 
Noronha.  The State committee 
meetings have dealt with some 
important and sensitive matters, such 
as the innovative double-charging of 
navigation services charges for some 
ships in Port Jackson, Port Botany 
and Port Kembla, which have driven 
a huge workload on the secretariat, 
who have sought to get the true 
facts into the open through archive 
searches and freedom of information 
requests.  On the social side, 
information and networking lunches at 
New South Wales Parliament House 
and Newcastle, continue to draw the 
crowds, and the Annual New South 
Wales State Committee Christmas 
Lunch was sold out midway through 
November.  Our company secretary, 
Bryan Sharkey, has got the ball rolling 
in revitalising the SAL New South 
Wales Shipping Industry Golf Day at 
the Coast Course, Little Bay, and we 
hope to have a full course for the event 
on 04 March 2020. 

Rod Begley (Swire CNCo) is continuing 
as SAL Victoria State Committee 
chairman and is ably supported by 
Victorian State secretary, Charles 
Masters and deputy chairman James 
Kurtz.  Victoria has been a focus of 
much attention by SAL this year, 
particularly over proposals to amend 
the Port Pricing Order to support early 
investment in on-dock rail, and a State 
coastal shipping review.  That said, I 
congratulate the Port of Melbourne, 
Victorian Ports Corporation Melbourne, 

Melbourne harbourmaster and Port 
Phillip Sea Pilots for their combined 
efforts	to	enable	big	ships	to	traverse	
the Yarra.  It was certainly encouraging 
to see 49 metre beam Bosporusmax 
container ships taken up the Yarra 
River to Swanson Dock, after this size 
vessel being previously considered 
impossible.  Socially, the mid-year 
information and networking breakfast 
and the State Christmas Lunch were 
both well supported and greatly 
enjoyed by the maritime community. 

In South Australia, Paul Paparella 
(Asiaworld) continues to wear the 
mantle as State chairman, and in 
Western Australia, Christy Kraker (Ship 
Agency), is in her second year as 
State chair, and with three committee 
meetings under her belt is looking 
towards what improvements can be 
made to improve the impact of the 
committee and its value to members. 

After more than a decade in Sussex 
Street, at the end of June, the SAL 
headquarters moved to a smaller but 
more	modern	office	at	80	William	
Street, Woolloomooloo, the same 
building as the Fair Work Commission, 
so many of our members will no doubt 
be	familiar	with	it!		The	office	maintains	
a full-sized meeting room with modern 
video conference facilities.  To mark the 
move,	a	small	office	warming	was	held	
on	24	October	following	the	first	Policy	
Council	meeting	held	at	the	new	office.

It’s been a challenging year for the 
shipping industry, and no-doubt 
2020 will be equally as demanding.  I 
would like to thank my fellow Board 
members,	voluntary	office	holders	and	
the energetic and enthusiastic SAL 
staff	and	for	their	continuing	hard	work	
to prevent obstructive regulation, to 
amend	practices	that	inhibit	efficient	
international trade and to help our 
members conduct their business fairly 
and sustainably throughout the year. 

By SCOTT HENDERSON
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