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YOUNG SHIPPING AUSTRALIA

Despite a strong COVID headwind, 
2021 has been another productive year 
for the NSW Branch of Young Shipping 
Australia (YSA). 

As you may be aware, YSA is a 
non-profit	organisation	for	maritime	
professionals under the age of 35 
(although we generally do not check 
IDs	at	the	door).	The	NSW	Branch	
currently has around 60 members from 
across the industry representing liner 
companies, terminals, freight forwarders, 
lawyers, engineers and consultants. 
Global pandemic-permitting, the NSW 
Branch hosts regular networking and 
educational	events	including	vessel/port	
tours, maritime law seminars, industry 
breakfast panels, networking drinks and 
an annual maritime outlook event. 

This	past	year	got	off	to	a	cracking	start	

with a networking event on 26 May 
at Helm Bar in Darling Harbour – the 
traditional YSA haunt. Buoyed by the 
end of lockdowns (or so we thought) and 
excited for a return to ‘in-person’ events, 
a fantastic crowd of new and returning 
members gathered to connect, catch 
up and to discuss important shipping 
industry developments. 

A return of COVID lockdowns saw our 
next event, our annual Maritime Law 
Seminar, hosted online on 12 August. 
First up we heard from Alexis Cahalan 
of Norton White on the well-publicised 
Ever Given incident in the Suez Canal. 
After an interesting discussion on 
the potential legal implications of 
the grounding, Amber Albrecht and 
Richard Cooper of Clyde & Co then 
took us through the various impacts of 
COVID-19 on seafarers, government and 

Young Shipping Australia:  
a year in review

industry responses to the pandemic 
and	crisis	management/prevention	
in the context of the ongoing crew 
change crisis. Finally, Ryan Hunter of 
HWL Ebsworth provided an overview 
of the recent appeal of the Federal 
Court of Australia’s decision in 
Swashplate Pty Ltd v Liberty Mutual 
Insurance Company trading as Liberty 
International Underwriters regarding a 
marine insurance claim for damage to 
goods (or helicopters) in transit. 

Our next (virtual) event was the 2021 
iteration of YSA’s Maritime Careers 
Seminar - a career-focused panel 
discussion on the various pathways 
(both literally and metaphorically) 
from deckhand to master in the 
maritime industry. Melwyn Noronha 
from Shipping Australia Ltd opened 
proceedings by giving us an overview 
of his initial decision to go to sea and 
his career journey ever since – from his 
experiences on bulk carriers, gaining 
his	Master	Mariner	qualification	at	the	
Australian Maritime College, ‘swallowing 
the anchor’ and coming ashore and the 
various adventures that have followed. 
Robert Ruitinga from A.P. Moller Maersk 
then shared some insights into how 
the opportunities that he has taken to 
gain diverse and real-world experiences 
have assisted him throughout his 
career. Finally, Adrienne Cahalan OAM 
from Agar Cahalan Maritime gave us 
an insight into how she has combined 
a career in international professional 
yacht racing and with her work as a 
maritime lawyer and expert witness. 
Each of the presentations was highly 
interactive and engaging and the panel 
was a great success. 

Our	final	event	of	2021	was	a	Christmas	
catch-up. 

The	NSW	Branch	Committee	extends	
its sincere thanks to those who have 
given their time to present at our various 
events this year, and to each of our 
valued members and guests who have 
attended. We approach 2022 with 
optimism and excitement for the future 
of YSA.  

The shipping industry 
association for ship owners, 
operators and agents

• Promoting the shipping industry 
across the wider community

• Trusted by government for industry 
quality advice

• Advocating policies that 
enable safe, sustainable and 
environmentally sound shipping 
operations

• Contributing shipping advice to 
inform governments’ policy and 
regulatory developments

• Supporting members with technical 
matters and regulatory compliance

• Providing support services for liner 
shipping

Join us and have 
your voice heard
Member enquiries:
admin@shippingaustralia.com.au

Shipping Australia Limited - we know shipping!
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