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One hundred and thirteen days of 
cumulative lockdowns for Melburnians 
in 2021 saw most of the regular 
Shipping Australia Victoria social 
events cancelled.  

The	sole	‘in	person’	event	held	
in 2021 was the annual Shipping 
Australia Victoria Golf Day, held at the 
picturesque Waterford Valley Golf Club 
on 17 March. After being cancelled 
at the 11th hour in 2020 due to 
COVID-19,	a	field	of	75	eager	players	
across 18 teams competed for the Phil 
Kelly	OAM	Perpetual	Trophy.	Patrick	
Terminals	took	out	first	prize	by	a	
considerable margin – Congratulations 
to	Adam	and	the	team!	SAL	VIC	
greatly appreciated the support of 
our major sponsors; Svitzer, Port 
Phillip Sea Pilots, Port of Melbourne, 
Fiji Water and Wallenius Wilhelmsen 
Lines. Planning for the 2022 Golf Day 
is underway, with a date set for 23 
March 2022.  

The	popular	Shipping	Australia	
Victoria end of year Luncheon has 
had to be scaled back this year due to 
COVID-19 limitations. We look forward 
to bringing you a bigger and better 
event in 2023.  

The	Quarterly	Victorian	State	
Committee meetings were held 
remotely due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
While it was disappointing to not 
be able to meet face to face, it was 
pleasing to see regular attendance and 
robust discussion at all meetings. We 
greatly	appreciate	the	efforts	made	by	
the committee to attend and remain 
engaged in these discussions that 
ultimately aim to promote and advance 
the interests of all members. I would 
like to acknowledge the support of 
our Victorian State Secretary, Charles 

Masters and our Deputy Chairman, 
Peter Cream (Svitzer) and extend my 
thanks for their continued input and 
stewardship of the Victorian State 
Committee.  

In August, the Port of Melbourne 
announced the Webb Dock East 
Extension.	The	project	aims	to	deliver	
benefits	for	the	port-related	supply	
chain, and is part of a 30-year, $1.5 
billion port development strategy that 
maps out an extensive investment 
program designed to ensure that 
Melbourne’s ports can service the 
needs of all Victorians. Webb Dock 
East has a berth length of 660m, 
enabling two vessels of 300m to be 
berthed concurrently. However, there 
has been an increasing number of 
vessels longer than 300m calling at the 
Port of Melbourne, leaving the terminal 
only able to service a single vessel. 
The	extension	project	will	include	
the removal of a redundant concrete 
structure (known as “the knuckle”) at 
Webb	Dock	East	Berth	4/5.	Removal	
will extend the berth length by 71 
metres to give a new berth length of 
731	metres.	This	removal	will	restore	
Webb Dock East to a two-berth 
terminal in line with the original design 
objective. 

In September, the Port of Melbourne 
released the Container Logistics 
Chain	Study	report.	The	purpose	of	
the report was to provide an update 
on the current container supply chain 
in Melbourne. It also informs policy 
development and investment decision-
making for the Port and the Victorian 
Government.	The	major	findings	of	
the report were that the centre of 
activity for container movements 
remains in the west of Melbourne 
and that strategic transport planning 
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to meet freight needs is necessary 
across Metropolitan Melbourne. It 
also found that rail mode share has 
declined	significantly	since	the	last	
study in 2009, due to most of the 
freight originating in metropolitan 
areas where there is no access to rail 
infrastructure.	This	is	being	addressed	
by the Victorian Government, Port 
of Melbourne, and industry through 
investment in rail infrastructure to 
develop a metropolitan port rail 
shuttle network.  

Three	metropolitan	intermodal	
terminals are being developed – in 
Somerton, Altona, and Dandenong 
South, while the Port of Melbourne 
is currently investing more than 
$125m in infrastructure and a new 
operating framework to receive port 
rail shuttles. In addition, Port of 
Melbourne’s 2050 Port Development 
Strategy includes a port rail shuttle 
link to Webb Dock, which will be the 
location of much of the port’s future 
growth in container volumes. 

The	Maritime	Union	of	Australia	
announced their latest round of 
National Protected Industrial Action 
(PIA)	on	27	September	2021.	The	PIA	
consists of strikes and work bans 
at	Patrick	Container	Terminals	in	
Sydney, Fremantle, and Melbourne, 
as well as rolling industrial action in 
Brisbane.	The	timing	of	this	latest	
round of PIA is unfortunate, as 
Victorian businesses continue to 
face challenges from the COVID-19 
pandemic and an already stressed 
global supply chain. It also comes as 
we enter peak season, with goods 
arriving in the lead up to Christmas 
and farmers looking to export the 
best crops they’ve harvested in 
recent	years.	The	Victorian	State	
Committee greatly appreciates the 
ongoing engagement and updates 
from	members	Patrick	Terminals	
Melbourne on this issue and fully 
support	their	efforts	to	resolve	the	
matter as soon as possible.  

As 2021 draws to a close, I have 
reflected	on	the	year	that	was	and	
what	I’ve	learnt.	The	main	takeaways	
from the year for me were the 
importance of people you work with, 
the value of your networks and the 
pertinence of the famous Albert 
Einstein quote “In the midst of every 
crisis, lies great opportunity.”    



21Shipping Australia Limited I Annual Review 2021

By	CHARLES	MASTERS,	 
Secretary

Victoria (continued)

Wärtsilä leads the industry on its journey towards a decarbonised and sustainable 
future and the Wärtsilä 14 high speed engine takes this to the next level integrating 
industry-leading reliability & durability in a compact lightweight design. Combine 
this technology excellence with an extensive global support structure delivering the 
support you need where you need it and you have a partner you can rely on. 

Read more at wartsila.com/wartsila14

WÄRTSILÄ 14
The most modern, compact 
and fuel efficient engine in 
its power range for the 
marine market.

I had hoped the need for reference 
to the pandemic would be long gone 
and forgotten. Sadly, this has not been 
the case and as I write, Melbourne 
appears to score the unenvious record 
of enduring the longest shutdown of all 
cities globally. Voted over successive 
years as the world’s most livable city it 
has felt almost the opposite.  

Three	quarterly	State	Committee	Meetings	
were held via video conferencing during 

the	year.	Many	subjects	were	covered	off,	
and	suffice	to	say	the	port	community	
at large continued to function with 
safeguards adopted to minimise risks 
of transmission between seagoing and 
landside personnel. One terminal operator 
incurred short closures after one or two 
staff	tested	positive	to	COVID19.	Of	
greater concern has been the disruptive 
industrial stoppages targeted at one of the 
terminals by the Maritime Union seeking 

better conditions through an enterprise 
bargaining agreement. Given the many 
who found themselves without work and 
small	businesses	on	the	brink,	it	defied	
logic how the greedy few could leverage 
self-interest and not wait for a resumption 
of a more normalised situation.  

It has been a fascinating year with its 
many challenges, and it is with sincere 
hope as we enter 2022 that life as we 
know it returns to normality.  


