Australia is a trading nation. One in

four Australian jobs rely on trade, and
last year our two-way trade in goods
tipped more than $1 trillion. We know
that international shipping plays a vital
role in Australia’s trade and the global
supply chain. That’s why the Albanese
Labor Government is working to stabilise
and expand our trading relationships, by
helping our traders tap into new markets
around the globe, while simplifying our
border processes at home.

Since coming to government less than
three years ago, we’ve focussed on
restoring our relationship with Australia’s
largest trading partner, and have now
secured the re-entry of nearly $20 billion
worth of Australian exports to China. At
the same time, we’ve been backing our
exporters with new trade agreements
with the United Kingdom, India, and the
United Arab Emirates, while focussing
on building deeper economies ties in
Southeast Asia.

Bolstering our supply chain resilience
remains a top priority, so our quality
goods can reach global markets, and
Australian consumers receive the
products they need at lower prices.
When it comes to commercial shipping -
we can make a real difference delivering
more efficient cross-border systems,
making trade cheaper, faster, and simpler
for businesses.

Government is delivering for business

Working closely with industry, the
Albanese Government is focussed

on improving border processes. This
includes streamlining border controls,
simplifying compliance, and making
it easier for government and business
to share information — we aim to give
traders time back to do what they
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do best. The Go Global Toolkit offers
online export information and advice

to help Australian businesses expand
overseas and make use of our free trade
agreements. Businesses that use the
Toolkit save over 1,000 hours across the
export journey, compared to businesses
that don’t.

For importers — our new simplified
biosecurity portal allows industry to book
and manage import cargo inspections
online through a 24/7 portal, making
this process faster and easier. Close to
90 per cent of inspection requests are
now lodged through the portal. Many
of Australia’s shippers will also see the
improvements to the Integrated Cargo
System, including real-time system
notifications for industry to manage
logistics operations, which will increase
certainty for businesses while reducing
administrative costs.

Streamlining our trade for the future

We will continue to progressively simplify
rules and processes, improve the user
experience for business and digitalise
manual processes. Through the Digital
Trade Accelerator Program, Australian
traders can expect smoother clearance
of goods with better access to trade-
related data for businesses. Improved
risk profiling by government authorities
will strengthen safeguards at our
borders for all stakeholders involved —
businesses, government entities, and the
community.

We are prioritising the shift to paperless
trade, including by aligning our legislation
with the United Nations Commission

on International Trade Law Model Law
on Electronic Transferable Records.
Australia led international efforts on
paperless trade initiatives at this years’

APEC meetings in Peru. Streamlined and
more effective trade will support faster
movement of goods through our ports, to
connect us with the world.

We will continue to work with partners in
our region including through the Green
and Digital Shipping Corridor, which will
help decarbonise and digitalise shipping
routes between Singapore and Australia.
This arrangement represents a major
step forward for Singapore and Australia
in taking a joint leadership role by
supporting global efforts to decarbonise
the maritime industry, including by
trialling green and digital solutions across
various shipping activities and port
operations.

As we look ahead to 2025, Australia’s
trading relationships are back on
stable footing, and our businesses are
well placed to take advantage of the
enormous opportunities ahead.

| trust you will enjoy this years’ Shipping
Australia Annual Review. A

Shipping Australia Limited | Annual Review 2024



	sal members
	board of directors
	SAL STRUCTURE
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
	Shipping Australia Chairman’s Report 

	CEO’s Report
	Shipping Australia CEO’s report

	NEW SOUTH WALES State Committee Report
	VICTORIA State Committee Report
	QUEENSLAND State Committee Report
	Young Shipping Australia
	AAL Shipping
	Time bar in Article III, Rule 6 of the Hague / Hague-Visby Rules
	BBC Chartering 
looking back, looking forward
	CMA CGM 
2024 Retrospective 
Advancing on all fronts
	Navigating New Horizons 
Maersk’s Journey Through 2024
	msc 
A strong ally for efficient and sustainable Australian trade 
	Opinion
Australia is a trading nation
	Competitive seas ahead
	FONASBA reviews 2024
	WISTA Australia’s Remarkable Contributions to Diversity and Inclusion in 2024
	A century old treaty in desperate need of reform
	De-risking the carriage 
of lithium-ion batteries
	VICT 
Leading the Charge in Automated Container Handling
	UK Supreme Court calls time on mis-delivery claims under Hague and Hague-Visby Rules
	IFCBAA
	Patrick Terminals
2024 in Review
	When the vultures circled the MV Yangtze Fortune, she didn’t expect her owner amongst them
	Biosecurity on the move: Preventing Pest Hitchhikers in the Supply Chain 
	Green ships waiting on green fuel
	From the steamship era to the digital age – 100 years of the Hague Rules
	Managing Carbon Reductions – an Oil Tanker Perspective
	Hutchison Ports Australia 2024
	The three pillars of shipping’s decarbonisation: 
fuels, infrastructure, and people 
	Autonomous shipping; old beliefs hinder new tech
	AMSA
A “time of change”
	Salvage of the Ever Given – the 2024 decision
	Excise and GST obligations for bunker fuels 
	Biosecurity, shipping and sea freight in Australia


	SAL_Annual_Review_2024_WEB.pdf
	sal members
	board of directors
	SAL STRUCTURE
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
	Shipping Australia Chairman’s Report 

	CEO’s Report
	Shipping Australia CEO’s report

	NEW SOUTH WALES State Committee Report
	VICTORIA State Committee Report
	QUEENSLAND State Committee Report
	Young Shipping Australia
	AAL Shipping
	Time bar in Article III, Rule 6 of the Hague / Hague-Visby Rules
	BBC Chartering 
looking back, looking forward
	CMA CGM 
2024 Retrospective 
Advancing on all fronts
	Navigating New Horizons 
Maersk’s Journey Through 2024
	msc 
A strong ally for efficient and sustainable Australian trade 
	Opinion
Australia is a trading nation
	Competitive seas ahead
	FONASBA reviews 2024
	WISTA Australia’s Remarkable Contributions to Diversity and Inclusion in 2024
	A century old treaty in desperate need of reform
	De-risking the carriage 
of lithium-ion batteries
	VICT 
Leading the Charge in Automated Container Handling
	UK Supreme Court calls time on mis-delivery claims under Hague and Hague-Visby Rules
	IFCBAA
	Patrick Terminals
2024 in Review
	When the vultures circled the MV Yangtze Fortune, she didn’t expect her owner amongst them
	Biosecurity on the move: Preventing Pest Hitchhikers in the Supply Chain 
	Green ships waiting on green fuel
	From the steamship era to the digital age – 100 years of the Hague Rules
	Managing Carbon Reductions – an Oil Tanker Perspective
	Hutchison Ports Australia 2024
	The three pillars of shipping’s decarbonisation: 
fuels, infrastructure, and people 
	Autonomous shipping; old beliefs hinder new tech
	AMSA
A “time of change”
	Salvage of the Ever Given – the 2024 decision
	Excise and GST obligations for bunker fuels 
	Biosecurity, shipping and sea freight in Australia



	SAL_Annual_Review_2024_WEB.pdf
	sal members
	board of directors
	SAL STRUCTURE
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
	Shipping Australia Chairman’s Report 

	CEO’s Report
	Shipping Australia CEO’s report

	NEW SOUTH WALES State Committee Report
	VICTORIA State Committee Report
	QUEENSLAND State Committee Report
	Young Shipping Australia
	AAL Shipping
	Time bar in Article III, Rule 6 of the Hague / Hague-Visby Rules
	BBC Chartering 
looking back, looking forward
	CMA CGM 
2024 Retrospective 
Advancing on all fronts
	Navigating New Horizons 
Maersk’s Journey Through 2024
	msc 
A strong ally for efficient and sustainable Australian trade 
	Opinion
Australia is a trading nation
	Competitive seas ahead
	FONASBA reviews 2024
	WISTA Australia’s Remarkable Contributions to Diversity and Inclusion in 2024
	A century old treaty in desperate need of reform
	De-risking the carriage 
of lithium-ion batteries
	VICT 
Leading the Charge in Automated Container Handling
	UK Supreme Court calls time on mis-delivery claims under Hague and Hague-Visby Rules
	IFCBAA
	Patrick Terminals
2024 in Review
	When the vultures circled the MV Yangtze Fortune, she didn’t expect her owner amongst them
	Biosecurity on the move: Preventing Pest Hitchhikers in the Supply Chain 
	Green ships waiting on green fuel
	From the steamship era to the digital age – 100 years of the Hague Rules
	Managing Carbon Reductions – an Oil Tanker Perspective
	Hutchison Ports Australia 2024
	The three pillars of shipping’s decarbonisation: 
fuels, infrastructure, and people 
	Autonomous shipping; old beliefs hinder new tech
	AMSA
A “time of change”
	Salvage of the Ever Given – the 2024 decision
	Excise and GST obligations for bunker fuels 
	Biosecurity, shipping and sea freight in Australia




